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Natural Gas 
 

Natural gas is taking America by storm as the newest, cleanest, and cheapest way to power our lives 
and our economy. Precluding the natural gas boom, Americans were paying high energy costs, 
ultimately limiting growth. Since 2015, however, natural gas has been the most consumed energy 
source in the US.  1

 

There is an abundance of natural gas in the US. This abundance of energy supply opens the country 
up for leaps and bounds in energy innovation well into the 21st century. With natural gas 
consumption and production increasing, America is seeing a significant reduction in carbon 
emissions, energy costs, as well as a booming job market and new economic opportunity.  
 

Another great feature of natural gas production is the environmental benefits. Natural gas is taking 
over as the most affordable energy source. Previously, carbon rich energies such as coal were the 
cost leaders. Natural gas, however, has a much lower carbon content and emits far less carbon 
upon consumption: according to a study by BP, the United States saw a larger reduction in CO2 
emissions in 2017 than any other country in the world for the 9th year in a row.   2

 

Natural gas is poised to be a conservative solution to many environmental issues without sacrificing 
economic feasibility. America is becoming the world leader in energy again, and much of that title is 
thanks to the natural gas boom. 
 

Nuclear 
 

Nuclear energy is safe, clean, reliable, cost-efficient, carbon-free, and employs thousands of people 
across the country. Nuclear is a crucial energy source for millions of Americans, accounting for 50% 
of energy production in New Jersey, South Carolina, and Illinois.  It is also one of the only 3

carbon-free energy sources that can provide a scalable amount of power to the nation, accounting 
for 70% of America’s carbon-free energy production in 2012, according to a study by Duke Energy.  4

 

According to Energy Information Administration data, nuclear power accounted for an estimated 
20% of total US energy production in 2016.  In addition to nuclear providing vast amounts of clean 5

energy, they also are experiencing a decline in costs: the cost of nuclear has dropped from 
$40/MWh in 2012 to $34/MWh in 2016, according to a recent study.  6

 

Despite hurdles in production and consumption of nuclear in the US over the past couple decades, 
the rest of the world is starting to look more to nuclear energy as a reliable, clean, and affordable 
power source. The US should lead the charge when it comes to nuclear just as we did in the initial 
nuclear growth period. 
 

Getting state and utility companies’ hands out of the market, supporting research and development 
of nuclear technologies, fuels, and waste management, and breaking through the social stigma 
around nuclear energy will all make nuclear energy development in the US competitive again. 

1 https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/?page=us_energy_home 
2 http://www.aei.org/publication/chart-of-the-day-in-2017-us-had-largest-decline-in-co2-emissions-in-the-world-for-9th-time-this-century/ 
3 https://www.nbcnews.com/businessmain/10-states-run-nuclear-power-169050 
4 https://nuclear.duke-energy.com/2012/07/31/a-brief-history-of-nuclear-power-in-the-u-s 
5 https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=427&t=3 
6 http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/country-profiles/countries-t-z/usa-nuclear-power.aspx 
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Oil 
 

Oil has fueled the American economy for over 100 years. It has fueled our cars to move goods and 
people across the country. It has fueled our trade and allowed us to export and import goods at 
lower costs than once even thought possible. Oil fueled the 20th century; and thanks to 21st century 
innovations, oil will continue to remain prominent in the American energy sector. 
 

There are still over 1.6 trillion barrels of known oil reserves left on earth, according to estimates by 
BP.  This is enough oil to last a long time and continue to drive innovation of oil drilling, refining, and 7

consumption. Companies like Exxon are making oil safer to drill; in the past ten years alone, Exxon 
has reduced oil spills of over 1 barrel by 13%.  This is significant, and is the result of detailed risk 8

management plans as well as other innovations. Additionally, the spills that did occur are mitigated 
effectively and restored environments to healthy condition. Low sulfur gasoline is also on the rise. 
This special refining process, SCANfining, is able to reduce sulfur and other toxins in fuel by over 
40% without significantly reducing octane levels.  9

 
A technology called carbon capture is allowing us to mitigate air quality by scrubbing carbon from 
the air. It is estimated that this technology is able to scrub 14% of carbon from the air by 2050.  This 10

breakthrough technology, as it declines in cost, will allow us to continue producing oil and gradually 
reduce our oil consumption over time while also mitigating the effect it has on climate trends. 
Reductions in gasoline consumption will occur through efficiency improvements, competition with 
other energy sources, and better battery storage/charge time for electric vehicles. 
 

Oil reserves will one day run out. However, oil is still pivotal in the American energy sector; and by 
the time it does run out, we will have already reduced oil consumption enough to be able to fill the 
gap. Gasoline produced from oil will continue into the 21st century, but this time cleaner, better 
refined, and used more efficiently.  
 

Biomass 
 

Biomass energy is produced by taking organic material from plants and animals to produce energy. 
This includes wood, crops and waste materials, food waste, animal waste, and more. Coming from 
living species, this is a renewable energy source that we have an abundance of as a nation. It may 
also be the answer to some of our garbage and food waste problems. 
 

Biomass energy accounted for 5% of the nation’s power production in 2017 and this number will 
likely continue to increase.  Though it does emit carbon, it is renewable and carbon can be 11

mitigated through other means, such as carbon capture. This renewable energy source should be 
embraced as the nation moves farther into the 21st century towards energy independence. 
 
 

7 https://www.nasdaq.com/article/how-much-oil-is-left-in-the-earth-cm897561 
8 https://corporate.exxonmobil.com/en/community/corporate-citizenship-report/environmental-performance/spill-performance 
9https://corporate.exxonmobil.com/en/community/corporate-citizenship-report/environmental-performance/air-emissions?parentId=313e5234-912
c-48f7-b9c8-398cb4597a0c 
10 https://www.c2es.org/content/carbon-capture/ 
11 https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/?page=us_energy_home 
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Wind 
 

Wind power production has been mobilizing since the turn of the century in the US. This is a power 
that is renewable, clean, and cost-effective when implemented in the correct economic and 
regulatory environment. 
 

Increasing production capacity by over 1700% from 2001 to 2016 and being one of the most rapidly 
growing energy industries in the country, wind power is becoming a scalable industry producing 
noticeable results.  According to the Energy Information Bureau, wind power also accounted for 8% 12

of America’s energy generation capacity, with some estimating this number could reach 10% by 
2020.  Several towns in the US are 100% wind powered, and many others receive a large amount of 13

their power from wind. Wind power may not be able to power the country to the extent that natural 
gas or nuclear can, but it is a great supplemental source nonetheless.  14

 

Hydro 
 

Hydro power is another carbon-free energy source that is producing scalable amounts of power for 
the country. Originating in the late 1800s and taking off for widespread use in the early 1900s to 
help settle arid, western states, hydro is an energy source that has been instrumental in building 
America into what it is today.  
 

Today, hydropower provides about 3% of the nation’s energy production.  An example of hydro’s 15

scalability is Seattle. Today, the City of Seattle is 90% powered by hydropower. If hydro is scalable 
enough to power an entire major US city, it is scalable enough to significantly contribute to 
powering the nation. Conservatives can mobilize hydro in more cities by breaking down regulatory 
barriers and reforming the project approval process.  
 

Solar 
 

Solar power is renewable and carbon-free. Contrary to popular belief, solar only accounts for a 
fraction of a percentage of America’s energy production.  This is due to initial investment costs, the 16

need for space to produce, low energy output per unit, and heavy regulations. 
 

Though solar can’t provide a scalable amount of power to our energy grid yet, the use of it on 
individual properties, residential and commercial, through microgrids is feasible and should be 
encouraged. The increased use of microgrids will go up when barriers to solar come down.  
 

Companies like Kohl’s, Walmart, and GM power many of their facilities with solar, which is a perfect 
example of using solar as a supplemental energy source. Conservatives should advocate for net 
metering, which is selling solar energy produced by a microgrid back to the mainstream energy grid. 
It will encourage investment by residential and commercial energy consumers, creating a new 
energy market, as well as alleviate some costs of solar. 

12 http://www.sunwindenergy.com/wind-energy/awea-expecting-10-wind-power-2020 
13 https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=31032 
14 https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/american-cities-powered-by-renewable-energy_us_59ea2cbee4b0958c4681d32a 
15 https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/?page=us_energy_home 
16 https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/?page=us_energy_home 
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The 21st Century Trend Towards Clean Energy 
 

The energy champions of tomorrow have several things in common. First, they are becoming better 
for the air, wildlife, land, and water that surrounds us. Carbon and toxin emissions are on the 
decline, the environmental impact of energy production is on the decline, and clean & renewable 
energies are on the rise.  
 

Natural gas, nuclear, oil, biomass, wind, hydro, solar, and other innovative sources are pivotal for 
American prosperity. Each source brings something different to the table. Whether it is mass 
amounts of power to drive economic growth such as nuclear and natural gas, or smaller scale 
energy production such as solar to power your home, each of these energy sources are bringing 
America into a new age of development and energy innovation. 
 

It is conservative to want a clean environment without sacrificing our capitalist principles, and these 
energy sources are making this desire a reality. Eco fads, or trends that don’t scalably benefit the 
environment and sometimes do more harm than good, often dominate the conversation on the left. 
It is up to conservatives to advocate for ideas that are economically and environmentally sound. The 
competitive energy approach embraces environmental stewardship through competition in the 
energy market, ultimately innovating the market to better protect our environment and driving 
down energy costs. 
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