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What is ACC? 

The American Conservation Coalition (ACC) is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization 
dedicated to educating and empowering conservatives to re-engage on environmental 
conversations. ACC believes that economic and environmental success can go hand in hand. 
Where other environmental groups have disenfranchised those who are right-of-center, ACC 
seeks to activate the conservative movement on the grassroots, state, and federal levels -- 
bringing forth bipartisan discussions on environmental topics that impact us all. 
 

About ACC Policy 
The American Conservation Coalition is changing the narrative on environmental 

discussions through the promotion of free-market and pro-business environmentalism in 
legislatures, college campuses, the political arena, and beyond. ACC Policy is committed to 
curating the most important content from today’s political discourse to educate thought 
leaders, staffers, and conservationists alike on critical environmental issues. 
 

Contact Information 
For all inquiries related to ACC Policy and its publications, please contact Nick 

Lindquist, ACC’s National Policy Director, at nick@acc.eco. To learn more about the American 
Conservation Coalition more broadly, visit us at acc.eco. 
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The Science Behind Climate Change 
 

A rise in the average global temperature has been well documented by the global 
scientific community. Researchers around the world have documented temperature increases 
at the earth’s surface, atmospheres, and oceans.1 Temperature extremes and heavy 
precipitation events are increasing, causing glaciers to shrink and seas to warm and rise; 
flooding has become more frequent along the U.S. coastline as a result.  
 

The primary link to the increase in global temperature is the increase in greenhouse gases 
(water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, ozone). These gases absorb heat energy 
emitted from the Earth’s surface and reradiate it back to the ground. While this process is not 
inherently negative for the climate, the harm comes when there are too much of these gases in 
the air. 
 

The increased presence of these gases is not solely human-driven. Gas levels have always 
fluctuated, from the Ice Age to the era of dinosaurs. Regardless of the cause, it is important 
that we develop policies and solutions to mitigate climate change. Beyond the next few 
decades, how much the climate changes will depend primarily on the number of greenhouse 
gases emitted into the atmosphere; how much of those greenhouse gases are absorbed by 
the ocean, biosphere, and other carbon sinks (things that absorb carbon from the air and 
store it); and how sensitive Earth’s climate is to those emissions. 

 
Why Climate Change Should Matter to Conservatives 
 
Climate change affects many aspects of our society, both tangible and intangible. 

Not only does climate change affect our coastlines, waterways, and natural environment, but it 
also threatens our economic prospects, our national security, and will result in many 
foreseeable and unforeseeable costs. 
 
Infrastructure 
Extreme weather events disrupt energy and infrastructure systems.2 Increased severe weather 
and rising sea levels on coasts disrupt trillion-dollar public transportation projects. Throughout 
all of the US, the viability of roads and bridges along with pipeline safety are sweeping 
concerns. These factors could result in the need for more infrastructure spending in the 
billions, as well as other unforeseen costs relating to the transportation of goods and people. 
 
FEMA and NFIP 
Because warming of the ocean is increasing the frequency of floods in the United States, the 
burden on the shoulders of taxpayers has increased nationwide. According to FEMA, the cost 
of total coverage per year has continued to increase. Their data shows that 2017 coverage 
costs were over 2.5 times as much as in 1978 when the agency was created, now running 
                                                
1 https://www.globalchange.gov/climate-change/whats-happening-why 
2 https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/ 
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about $1.3 billion.3 As extreme weather occurrences increase in frequency, FEMA expenses will 
almost undoubtedly do the same, increasing the financial burden on this already financially 
strained agency. An overhaul of the NFIP, the subsidized flood insurance program under FEMA, 
could raise premiums even more for policyholders. Increasing insurance rates would decrease 
property value, because it raises the cost of living there, and signal the risk of flooding to 
potential buyers. Comprehensive reform and analysis of flood risk, FEMA and the NFIP is 
needed in order to gain an accurate understanding of climate change, better protect citizens 
from potential floods, and protect taxpayers, especially because the NFIP’s cumulative debt in 
2017 topped $30 billion.4 
 
Public Health 
Precipitation extremes create many safety concerns and health complications.5 CO2 buildup in 
the atmosphere disrupts systems in our environment causing increases in temperature or 
rainfall, for example. This increase in temperature and precipitation could result in lasting 
challenges. Humidity in climate leads to a susceptibility of mold complications, among other 
health issues with the respiratory system. In other areas, the rising temperatures have led to 
widespread droughts. Regions experiencing droughts and dry climate increase wildfire 
likelihood. Rise in smoke exposure can cause respiratory and cardiovascular complications and 
increase the need for treatments for asthma and bronchitis. Furthermore, wildfires have 
resulted in billions of dollars in extra government spending over the years, with 2017 alone 
reaching $3 billion.6  
 
National Security 
Coastal and Riverine flooding increase the vulnerability of our domestic military bases.7 Joint 
Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia, has reported 14 inches in sea level rise since 1930 due to land 
subsidence and an increase in occurrences of severe weather. Regions of drought are home to 
less vegetation, causing precipitation runoff to damage the land. Desertification accelerates 
erosion and increases soil fragility, possibly limiting future training and testing exercises for 
bases. 
 
Climate change also causes a shift in migration patterns. It turns land that was once suitable 
for economic development such as farming into unusable land, causing people from countries 
reliant on that land to move, legally or illegally. This poses a threat to our national security in 
terms of drastic shifts in migration patterns, overwhelming our immigration system, increased 
attempts at illegal immigration, and other migration-related risks. 
 

                                                
3 https://www.fema.gov/total-coverage-calendar-year 
4 https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/IN10784.pdf 
5 https://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/pubs/PRECIP-Final_508.pdf 
6 https://www.perc.org/2018/07/11/a-true-wildfire-fix-would-end-bad-incentives/ 
7 https://climateandsecurity.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/sec_335_ndaa-report_effects_of_a_changing_climate_to_dod.pdf 
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Solutions to These Issues 
 
Socialist policies are not the answer to climate change. Policies like the Green New 

Deal would do more harm than good and is more of a spending proposal than an 
environmental proposal. Proposals such as these have been proven in Europe to only move 
jobs and investment dollars to foreign countries like China where environmental regulations 
are non-existent, effectively making climate matters worse. In order to tackle the issue, we 
must harness the power of the market and enact policies that take both the environment and 
the economy into account. There are many solutions developed by think tanks, policy leaders, 
and legislators that reconcile the two. Many of the solutions advocated for by ACC are 
solutions also advocated for by the Clean Capitalist Coalition, a group of non-profit 
organizations working toward a common goal of pro-growth, pro-environment policies that 
emphasize innovation and pragmatism over mandates and red tape. Below are possible policy 
solutions to address climate change. 
 
Opening Energy Markets 
The energy market needs to be opened in order to allow true competition of sources and their 
merits. This would also accelerate energy efficiency innovation, clean energy use, and lower 
electricity costs for consumers. A prime example of a open energy market success is Texas. 
Texas leads the country in wind energy output and is on track to expand this even more, 
quickly outpacing even California.8 Not only is Texas’s renewable portfolio expanding, but it is 
expanding responsibly. Energy costs are still very low, and opportunities are growing all over 
instead of just in major cities.9 This draws a stark contrast to California, who is creating 
renewable energy generation through mandates but whose energy costs are roughly 58% 
higher than the rest of the country.10 
 
Carbon Capture and Storage Technology  
Advancements in carbon capture and storage (CCS) can further advance carbon emission 
reduction goals. CCS technology pulls carbon from the air that could then be stored 
underground or used in enhanced oil recovery (EOR). This would put a value on carbon when 
used for EOR and ultimately help reduce levels of CO2 in the air. 
 
Clean Tax Cuts 
Clean asset bonds are corporate and mortgage-backed bonds with the purpose of providing a 
freer flow of capital to projects historically known for reducing pollution. There have been 
proposals made by the Clean Capitalist Coalition to make these bonds federally tax exempt in 
replacement of current subsidy and tax structures. The tax-exempt features of the clean asset 
bonds would allow a freer and steady flow of investment dollars to clean projects in so many 
ways. First, it would give companies an increased incentive to implement clean projects such as 

                                                
8 https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/439949-time-for-the-private-sector-to-lead-on-earth-day 
9 https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/439949-time-for-the-private-sector-to-lead-on-earth-day 
10 https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/439949-time-for-the-private-sector-to-lead-on-earth-day 
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energy efficiency and waste reduction. This is because shareholders and customers would be 
more invested in these projects for financial reasons. For investors, they would mean higher 
returns and stronger investor confidence. For customers, it would mean significantly lower 
costs on technologies like electric vehicles as well as energy with the right energy market 
structure. Lastly, it would allow for regular people who have stock portfolios and other 
securities to profit from clean projects. If these clean tax cuts were implemented in partnering 
countries as well, we have the potential to become a driving force for economic development 
and innovation across the world.  
 
Carbon Offsets  
Consumers and investors are putting increasing emphasis on corporate responsibility and 
environmental social governance (ESG) when making purchasing and investing decisions. 
Consumers broadly approve of climate-conscious business practices, and investors see 
corporations that are more mindful of ESG issues as more sound. This behavior encourages 
capitalist approaches to reducing carbon emissions; carbon offsets are often purchased by 
companies looking to raise their ESG profile. Carbon offsets fund projects designed to reduce 
carbon in the air through reforestation, community-based ocean restoration, and more. 
 
A Voluntary Federal Framework for Carbon Reduction  
The CCC supports a voluntary federal framework for carbon reduction because it is pragmatic 
and market-based. Such a framework would establish national guidelines for companies to 
more efficiently measure and report carbon emission reduction. The voluntary nature of the 
framework would protect businesses from potentially burdensome regulation while allowing 
companies that prioritize ESG to gain positive PR. A voluntary federal framework could also 
spur corporations to make even greater carbon emissions reductions and invest further in 
green innovations. 
 
The Goal 
The aim of these policies is not only to reduce emissions through expanded use of cleaner 
technologies, the goal of these policies is to expand the use of cleaner technology by also 
making them economically feasible and practical. Only the market is capable of moving the 
needle on climate change and policies like these seek to encourage market action by removing 
barriers. Corporations and small businesses already lead these issues, it’s time that we opened 
that leadership up to even more enterprises and created an environment where clean energy 
is an even greater investment. 
 
 

How Conservatives Can Help 
 
There is no one solution to mitigating climate change, but rather several smaller state 

and national policies that could work together to foster significant, positive outcomes. Many of 
these solutions can utilize the power of the free market and sustain both the environment and 
the nation’s capitalistic founding. 
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- Advocate for competitive electricity markets as a free market approach to reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and encouraging clean energy production. With the 
competitive energy approach will come lower energy costs, more American jobs, 
environmental conservation, more energy exports, and increased American energy 
independence. 

 
- Support the use of Carbon Capture and Storage Technologies as a pragmatic approach 

to CO2 emission reduction, so that fossil fuels can leave less of a footprint. Carbon 
Capture technology incentivizes businesses to care about their emission rates, as the 
utilization of technologies increases oil output. 

 
- Promote corporations that utilize sustainable and personally responsible practices. 

Consumers broadly approve of climate-conscious businesses, and investors see 
corporations that are more mindful of environmental, social, and governance issues as 
more sound. 


